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In Search of the Miraculous presents five artists whose processes honor the spirit of adventure in art making, and whose
work suggests the possibility that art can convey a message larger than itself. Named after Bas Jan Ader’s final piece,
their work takes on more weight than the mystical title might imply.

In 1975, Ader embarked on a sea voyage that was to be the second part of a triptych titled, In Search of the Miraculous.
The piece involved travelling across the Atlantic Ocean in a 12 ¥ foot sailboat and was to take him 90 days. Nine months
after his departure, the boat was found, half-submerged off the coast of Ireland. Ader was never heard from again.

Ader’s intentions for this work are uncertain. Interpretations discuss near triumphs, unfortunate endings and the eventual,
somewhat ironic, failure of art to uncover “the miraculous.” But, like many works of art, there is another way to look at
Ader’s voyage. In Search of the Miraculous is also about sacrifice in the name of art, the blending of art and life, and it is
about an artistic journey that is romantic, poetic and profound in its tragedy.

Erin Rachel Hudak’s paintings are strikingly beautiful in their composition and color. And yet, in pondering

their meaning, dark and even frightening truths unfold. Bubbly and cheerful by nature it seems that Hudak leaves all evil
she sees in the world: death, destruction, insincerity, injustice and fear, on paper. The results of this catharsis are imme-
diate and meditative, delicate in their aggression and elegant in their contradiction.

It is easy to imagine Lothar Osterburg at work in his studio; his face riddled with the intensity of a scientist, and his
imagination propelling him along as he creates dreamlike worlds with his photogravure prints and sculpted models. With
the spirit of an explorer, Osterburg brings to life times and places long ago or far away as he employs processes centuries
old and those yet to be perfected.

While teaching on a military base, Chad Person decided not to fail a disappointing student lest his tuition be reallocated
within the military. A difficult decision, it gave Person the idea behind his “tax cut” works, which consist of US currency
(which Person writes off in his taxes) collaged into military paraphernalia. Similarly exposing the tragedy in our culture’s
values, Ozymandies Weeps presents a larger than life inflatable Big Boy, who shifts slowly, sighing in his sadness, which
is otherwise concealed behind his impressive appearance.

Alyssa Pheobus creates large scale drawings by extracting lyrics of love songs and other texts. Through a method that
can only be described as a labor of love, Pheobus seeks to inhabit the words, claiming them on her own terms, and then
to expose them on paper. When they emerge, the evidence of their journey through Pheobus’ process is visible in formal
qualities of font, size and layout, but Pheobus has also bestowed them with an aura of times, like those when sailors were
frequently lost at sea, gone by.

With an impressive amount of energy, Gordon Stevenson moves freely between mediums to experiment with color use.
Slightly wayward and markedly playful, Stevenson’s color forms confuse and reorient as they occupy spaces. Certainly a
nod to both Fred Sandback and Dan Flavin, Stevenson’s light pieces lack the minimalist severity of these giants as he
forges ahead into new territory.

All five of these artists create work through processes that makes us believe art is capable of upholding higher truths.
Whether it is in the cathartic creation, a clever outcome, or a beautiful ending, these artists cannot help but compel their
life into their art. Embodying the spirit of Ader’s journey, they are all earnest in their excitement, sincere in their mischief
and rigorous in their pursuit to create art that moves, means and leaves a lasting impression in its wake.
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